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PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – Acts 2:1-21 
 Hymn – 313 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I have said or done things recently which have 

exposed my vulnerabilities.  I am feeling judged for this, and the 
judgment comes in the form of shame.  What happens without 
my knowing it or doing it is that a distinction is made between the 
shame I feel and whatever I said or did that elicited that shame.  I 
find myself able to realize that the two are different, and that 
each can be looked at in terms of what each is.  There are reasons 
I did or said whatever I did; and feeling shame is about something 
else. Without the shame, I have greater freedom to explore why I 
said or did what was said or done, and to learn something about 
myself.  When I can consider the shame alone, I have an easier 
time considering its origin and its impact on me.  The appearance 
and operation of this capacity to distinguish between something I 
said or did and the way I feel about it happens to me; it is done 
for me and on my behalf by you.  It is one of the ways you inhabit 
my life with me, one of the ways you orchestrate my release from 
the many mental and emotional habits by which my past 
imprisons me.  I do not see this capacity for what it is, and I do not 
attend to it as I need. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 20:19-23 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 154 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 320 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY  1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for June 11, 2017 
Genesis 1:1—2:4a; Psalm 8; 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Church School Teachers are taking a break for the summer, 
so there will be no church school until September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Pentecost and Ordinary Time following Pentecost 
Pentecost is a festival observed as part of the Christian Church’s 
Liturgical Year. This festival celebrates the appearance in the church 
of what is historically labeled as “Holy Spirit,” a particular way of 
viewing, organizing and/or conceptualizing the activity which God 
is, a way of focusing on a certain interaction God has with us. “Holy 
Spirit” is what in our time we might call a mind-set, which God 
develops in us and which assists us in concentrating on a specific 
activity God undertakes in our lives. In the Liturgical Year, the arrival 
of “Holy Spirit” is preceded by the advent of a different and more 
elemental mind-set, historically labeled “Son.” This mind-set allows 
us to grasp the fundamental truth that we are acceptable to God, 
especially when feelings and thoughts enter our awareness which 
we believe do not belong there. Like “Holy Spirit,” “Son” also helps 
us focus on a particular activity of God, in this case that of 
introducing, returning to and maintaining in awareness feelings and 
thoughts which we have not wanted. God does this activity until we 
are brought to the place of realizing that these feelings and 
thoughts are ours and need to be integrated into our sense of who 
we are. The mind-set called “Holy Spirit” helps us focus on the work 
God does next, the work of helping us integrate into our awareness 
what God has brought there. Into the confusion and agitation which 
unwanted feelings and thoughts bring, there develops an ability to 
speak about and listen to the thoughts and feelings that have 
become ours. A language develops, more elaborate and 
differentiated than the one we inherited, which allows us to 
communicate about our internal life, and to do so in ways we and 
others can understand. This ability to conceptualize, understand 
and communicate what is happening within us is the activity God 
causes to form in us, and the mind-set of “Holy Spirit” helps us focus 
on this activity and attend to it. Objectively, in the Liturgical Year, 
Pentecost is a day, followed by “ordinary time.” Subjectively, 
Pentecost is an interior event, followed by normal living, during 
which our self-talk develops and refines, culminating in the feelings 
and thoughts which God ushered into our awareness being 
integrated into our sense of the person we are. 

[Jim Robie, 6-1-17] 

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


 
Day of Pentecost  [John 20:19-23] 

 Especially when we consider the subject of Pentecost, it is 
important to remember that the gospels were all written around 
the end of the first century, and that the church did not come to 
any agreement about the subject of Holy Spirit until the early 
fourth century. The reading for today is like a “snap-shot” of the 
church’s thinking on this topic at the time John was written. We are 
going to approach this text from the understanding at which the 
church arrived in the fourth century, a perspective that did not 
exist when the text was written, since the illustration in this text is 
a good example of where the church eventually came out. 
 The Day of Pentecost is a festival in the Church’s Liturgical 
Calendar which celebrates and commemorates the appearance to 
the disciples of what is termed “Holy Spirit.” “Holy” is the English 
translation of a Greek word meaning “sacred.” Sacred can refer to 
something that is physically pure, morally blameless, or 
ceremonially consecrated. I believe the use of the word in this 
context refers to something that is consecrated, in which case 
“holy” would mean “solemnly dedicated or devoted exclusively to 
a single use, purpose, service or goal, especially to a higher 
purpose.” The word “Spirit” is an English translation of a Greek 
word meaning “a current of air, i.e. breath.” This specific word 
refers to “a forcible respiration.” I suggest “Spirit” refers to 
something which “inspires,” which stimulates interest in and 
motivates action in a particular direction. Something came to the 
disciples which inspired them to interact in a particular way. If I 
were to describe what this was, and use a contemporary concept, 
I would say a “mind-set” appeared to them or among them. A 
mind-set is a particular way of thinking, a mental attitude or 
disposition, that determines or influences a person’s responses to 
and interpretations of situations. At Pentecost, the disciples began 
to be influenced to interpret and respond to situations in a way 
that was new to them. 
 This arrival did not occur in a vacuum. It would have been 
preceded by the appearance of an earlier and more fundamental 
mind-set which the disciples would have assimilated through their 

association with the person of Jesus. Jesus approached God as 
especially loving and forgiving, and interacted with God as an 
intimate whose way of relating was not based on moralizing but 
more on what we would call “appreciation.” God would understand 
and comprehend us sympathetically and compassionately as the 
way to help us inhabit our life as fully as possible and live as fully as 
possible. What Jesus helps the disciples “receive” [get hold of] is a 
mind-set that helps them internalize this approach to living and also 
interpret situations in such a way that the disciples could embody 
this way of life with others. 
 This “mind-set/spirit” enabled them to “forgive sins, and they are 
forgiven… [or] retain sins… [and] they are retained.” The word 
translated as “forgive” means “to send forth.” The word translated 
as “sin” means “to miss the mark.” Let’s say something enters our 
awareness from our unconscious, something which we think of as 
“missing the mark.” As this thought or feeling enters our awareness, 
we find we are judged because this has happened. This “mind-
set/spirit” allows us to notice the difference between what has 
entered awareness and the judgment against it. What is sent forth 
is the judgment against what has entered our awareness which we 
think misses the mark. We usually think when something is sent 
forth it is sent away. This is not the case. “Sent forth” implies 
“separation,” and if we internalize this, as the judgment in us 
becomes conscious, we find we are able to separate from it, and to 
be less bound by it, which allows us to approach our missing the 
mark and to consider what it tells us about ourselves. The “spirit” 
mentioned in this text is “consecrated” to the work of making us 
conscious of our judgments so that those judgments have less 
influence over us, and we have more room to consider what we 
have always judged. As we demonstrate this at work in us, we find 
that we are able to offer the same “mind-set/spirit” to others. What 
we offer to them offsets their judgments on their life and allows the 
same way of interacting with themselves to operate in them. They 
become aware of their judgments, which allows them to separate 
the judgment from what is judged. The result is they become more 
aware of their judgments toward themselves, allowing them to be 
less bound by those judgments and to explore the person they are. 



 The word translated as “retain” means “to use strength, i.e. 
seize or retain.” If this “mind-set/spirit” that is devoted to making 
us aware of our judgments against ourselves does not operate in 
us, we will not be able to offer it to others. In this case, the strength 
of our judgments will be added to their self-judgments, with the 
result that others will not examine and consider the way they miss 
the mark, and the way they miss the mark will be retained. 
 Another way to understand what this “mind-set/spirit” is 
consecrated to is to consider the word “peace” which Jesus wishes 
toward his disciples. This word means peace, and comes from a 
root meaning “to join.” Peace does not come as a result of the 
absence of conflict, but as a result of the integration of what 
conflicts us. This “mind-set/spirit” is consecrated to the integration 
of our conflicts by making us more aware of the judgments in us 
against both being conflicted and the parties to the conflict. In this 
way, this “mind-set/spirit” facilitates integration. 

 [Jim Robie, 6-1-17, Cycle A., John 20:19-23] 


